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Oceans are home to a diversity of inverte-
brates with strange looking bodies. However,
each species, no matter how strange or rare,
is successful in finding food, avoiding preda-
tion, growing and reproducing. While invert-
ebrates share the basic bodily functions of
humans (eating, breathing, excretion, self-
defense), their bodies are designed to perfo-
rm them in very different ways. At science
camp, we explored the anatomy & physi-
ology of common invertebrates including

anthozoans, gastropods, crabs, urchins, and
holothurians to understand how each perfo-
rm basic functions. Different species within a
group were compared to understand how
their anatomical differences were adapted to
different ecological niches.
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